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5 l A. Fundomentol duties.-lt sholl be the duty of every citizen of lndio-
(o) to obide by the Constitution ond respeci its ideols ond institurions, the

Notionol Flog ond the NotionolAnthem;

(b)

Fundomentol Duties
the Constitution

prescribed in
of lndio

to cherish ond follow the noble ideols which inspired our notionol struggle
forfreedom;

to uphold ond protect the sovereignty, unity ond integrity of lndio;

to defend the country ond render notionol service when colled upon to do
so;

to promote hormony ond the spirit of common brotherhood omongst oll the
people of lndio tronscending rerigious, ringuistic ond regionor or seciionor
diversities; to renounce proctices derogotory to the dignity of women;

to volue ond preserve the rich heritoge of our composite cuhure;

to protect ond improve the noturol environment including foresfs, lokes,
rivers ond wild life, ond to hove compossion for living creotures;

to develop the scientific temper, humonism ond the spirit of inquiry ond
reform;

to sofeguord public property ond lo obiure violence;

to strive towords exceilence in oil spheres of individuor ond coilective octivityso thot the notion constontly rises to higher revers of endeovour ond
och ievement,.

who is o porent or guordion to provide opportunities for educotion ro hischild or, os the cose moy be, word between tt," og" of six ond fourteenyeors.

(.)

(d)

(u)

(0

(s)

(h)

(i)

(i)

(k)
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The Context
Why is reoding importonl?
The contribuiion of reoding in improving leorn
demonstroted in vorious reseorch studies. Reoding
developing {oundotionol literocy skills such os
undersionding ond interpreting iext. lt is o siep
towords developing commond over longuoge ond
writing skills.

Unlike speoking, reoding is o skill which does not
come noturolly 1o humons ond needs to be leornt.

Reoding motivotes sludenis to reod books independenily, develop creotivity, critico I

ihinking, vocobulory ond the obility to express both verbolly ond in writing. lt helps
children to reloie to their surroundi ngs ond reol life situotion. Thus, there is o need
to creote on enobl ing environmenl in which $udents reod for pleosure ond develo

ing outcomes hos been
helps young leorners in

Reoding is on interoction beiween the text ond the reoder, which involves nol iust
understonding the meoning of the words but orso grosping the murti-royered
meoning behind the text. lt requires continuous proctice, developmenl ond
refinement.

p
their skills through o process thot is enioyoble ond susioinoble ond which remoi NS
with them for life.

1 .2. Why do we need librories?
children need occess to quority books ond oiher reoding moterior to deverop ondgrow os reoders, thinkers ond wriiers. This might ,""n., 

"obuiorr, 
but if is nor thofsimple - the key point being obundon." ot r""oaing ;o-rerioll children thrive inreoding when ihe environmenr contoins o rot of intJresting ond engoging books

Children who
reod oflen become

betler reoders, which
leods lo success in
school ond olher

oreos of life.

04 f I Guidelines for l-;brory Gront ond Promoting Reoding in Schools



ond other reoding moieriol. ln other words, this meons o lorge collection o{ books

orgonized os per reoding levels ond interest of the students in o speciol ond inviting

ploce io enioy independenl reoding iime ond book-reloted octivities wiih peers.

Such o ploce is colled o 'Librory'.

The need for this speciol ploce colled 'Librory' in every school is recognised by the

Notionol Curriculum Fromework, 2005. the Right of Children to Free ond

Compulsory Educotion Acl,2009 ond the Notionol Educotion Policy,2020 (NEP).

The librory is on essentiol component o{ the school, providing not only resources

for loyful leorning, bui olso equipping children wiih sustoinoble reoding skills io

moke lhem enihusiostic ond independent reoders. Librories creote resources for

leorners ond teochers while extending support to schools in ochievement of the

curriculor gools.

Findings of the Notionol Achievement Survey 2017 hove cleorly brought out

thot school children who hove occess to o school librory ond who reod story

books hove higher levels of leorning.

1 .3 Provisions in NEP 2020

The NEP 2020 hos emphosised on the importonce of librories ond books by

highlighting on vorious ospects including development o{ enioyoble ond

inspirotionol books in lndion longuoges, ovoilobility ond occessibility of books in

school/public librories, sirengthening of librories ond building o culture of reoding

ocross the couniry.

The policy olso highlights thot sleps will be ioken to ensure the occessibility of

books to iisoble ond differenily-obled persons. The government, wiih the help of

both public ond privote sector institutions, will devise slroiegies to improve the

quolity ond ottroctiveness of books'

Poro 2.8 . Enioyoble ond inspirotionol books for stude

developed, including through high-quolity

ossisted os needed) in oll locol ond lndion

nts ot oll levels will be

tronslotion (iechnologY

longuoges, ond will be

mode ovoiloble extensively in both school ond locol public librories'

. Public ond school librories will be signi{ico ntly exponded to build o

NEP Poro Provisions regording librories ond books

culture o{ reoding ocross lhe country'
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NEP Poro Provisions regording librories ond books

. A Notionol Book Promotion Policy will be formuloted, ond extensive
initiotives will be undertoken to ensure the ovoilobility, occessibility,
quolity, ond reodership of books ocross geogrophies, longuoges,
levels, ond genres.

Poro 5.9 . The first requirement in this direction will be to ensure decent ond
pleosont service conditions oi schools. Adequote ond sofe
infrosiructure, including working toilets, cleon drinking woter, cleon
ond ottroctive spoces, electriciiy, computing devices, internet, librories,
ond sporfs ond recreotionol resources will be provided to oll schools to
ensure thot teochers ond students, including children of oll genders
ond children with disobilities, receive o so{e, inclusive, ond effective
leorning environmeni ond ore com{ortoble ond inspired to ieoch ond
leorn in their schools.

Poro 6.15
(Pertoins lo
Nros)

. Alternotive {orms of schools, will be encouroged to preserve their
troditions orolternotive pedogogicol styles.

Poro7.5

. The obi
resource

compute
etc.

. Librories ond loborotories will be strengthened ond odequote reoding
moteriols like books, iournols, eic., ond other teoch ing_leorn ing
moteriols will be mode ovoiloble.

. By 2025, be oddressed by S+otelUT governments by odopting
innovotive mechonisms to group or rotionolize schools.

ective behind this intervention would include odequote
s. (lhored or othen,rise), such os o librory science lobs,
r lobs, skill Iobs, ploygrounds, sports equipment ond focilities,

a Guideiines for librory Gront ond Promoting Reoding in Schools

. Digitol librories willolso be estoblished.

. School librories will be set up - porticulorly in villoges - to serve the
community during non-school hours, ond book clubs moy meet in
public/school librories to {urther focilitote ond promote widespreod
reoding.



NEP Poro Provisions regording librories ond book

Poro 21.6 . Suitoble infroslructure will be ensured so thot oll interested odults will

hove occess to odult educotion ond lifelong leoming'

. A key initiotive in this direction will be io use schools/ school

.o.pl"r", ofter school hours ond on weekends ond public librory

spoces for odult educotion courses which will be |CT-equipped when

possible ond for other community engogement ond enrichment

octivities.

Poro?l .9 .lmproving the ovoilobility ond occessibility of books is essenti

inculcoting the hobit of reoding within our communilies
ol to
ond

educotionol institutions.

. This Policy recommends thot oll commun

instituiions - schools, colleges, universities ond

strenglhened ond modernized to ensure on od

thot Joter io the needs ond interests o{ oll stud

ities ond educotionol
public librories - will be

equote supply of books

ents, including Persons

with disobilities ond other differently-obled persons'

The Cenirol ond Stote governments will toke steps to ensure ihot books

ore mode occessible ond offordoble to oll ocross ihe country including

socio-economicolly disodvontoged oreos os well os those living in

ru rol ond remote oreos.

ons will devise

books published

in oll lndion longuoges.

. Steps will be token to enhonce on line occess ibility of librory books ond

{urther brood bosing of digitol librories'

. Other steps will include:

o strenglhening oll existing librories'

; ;;; up tril lib.rl"t o-nd 
'eoding 

rooms in disodvontoged regions'

. ."t'""g I"iJ"f y ovoiloble reoding moteriol in lndion longuoges'

o 
"o"ri,ig 

chiliren's librories ond mobile librories'

; ;ffii;;'h;; ,o.ioiu""r"i'us ocross lndio ond ocross subiects' ond'

; il;;; ;;;", .ol lo bo-,.oiion' b"t*""n 
"d "otion 

i nstitutions o nd

. Both public ond privote sector ogencies/insiituti

slrotegies to improve lhe quolity ond ottroctiveness of

librories.
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NEP Poro Provisions regording librories ond books

Poro 4.11 . All efforts will be mode in preporing high-quolity bilinguol textbooks
ond teoching-leorning moteriols {or science ond mothemotics, so thoi
students ore enobled to think ond speok obout the two subiects both in
their home longuoge/mother iongue ond in English.

Poro 4.3,| ' where possible, schools ond reochers wi orso hove choices in rhe
textbooks they employ - {rom omong o set of textbooks thot contoin the
requisite nolionol ond locol moteriol _ so thol they moy ieoch in o
monner thol is be$ suiled io their own pedogogicol styles os well os to
their siudents ond communities, needs.

Poro 6.1 I . Different cotegories of children with disobilities hove differin g needs.

ln porticulor, ossistive devices ond oppropriote technol ogy-bosed
iools, os well os odequote ond lo nguoge-opproprioie teochi ng-
leorning moteriols (e.g., textbooks in occessible formots such os lorge
print ond Broille) will be mode ovoiloble to help children with
disobilities inlegrote more eosily inlo clossrooms ond engoge wilh
teochers ond iheir peers

. NIOS will
Longuoge,

Longuoge.

. Teoching ond leorning of
school ond higher educot

. For longuoges to remo
streom of high-quolity I

including textbooks,
mogozines, etc.

lndion longuoges need to be integroted with
ion ot every level.

develop high-quolity modules to teoch lndion Sign
ond to teoch other bosic subjects using lndion Siin

Poro22.6

in relevont ond vibront, there musi be o steody
eorning ond print moteriols in these longuoges
workbooks, videos, ploys, poems, novels,

. Longuoges must olso h
vocobulories ond didiono
current issues ond conce
longuoges.

ove consistent officiol updotes lo their
ries, widely disseminofed, so thot ihe most
pts con be effectively discussed in these

6!I Guidelines {or Librory Gront ond Promoting Reoding ia Schools
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lnitiotives by Deportmenl of School Educotion & Literocy

Keeping in view the findings of the Notionol Achievement Level survey, 2017

linking 
-reoding 

to leorning ochievement, the Somogro Shiksho scheme wos

|.euise-d in 20.l 8 to include the provision of librory gront to oll government schools.

The vision of this component is io develop school librories os leorning spoces ihot

nurture life-long reoders ond seekers of knowledge ond promole reoding obility

through relevont, oge-o ppropriote, diverse ond engoging books ond other

reoding moteriol. ln the yeor 20,| 8- l9, under somogro Shiksho, librory gront wos

provided for the first time covering oll governmeni school {rom closses I to Xll. This

provision hos been mode to strengthen librory infrostructure ond odd newer books

io the librory collection in on effort to perpetuoie reoding ond leorning'

The fund for librory g

t20000/- in comPosite

ronl ronges from t5000/- in o primory school to

senior secondory school. The detoils ore given below:

a

I Primory School (Closs ltoV)

2 UpPer Primory School (ClossVltoVll)

Secondory Schools (Closses lX on

r 5,000/-

< 13,000/-

r 15,000/-

r 20,000/-
dx)

I=l
I 

-

!rJRrrIrg-
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t]tr
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tt !r
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Librory Gront

i Senior Secondory Schools on ly (closs Xl to Xll)
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The Guideline issued eorlier with regord ro uririzorion of Librory Gronr under
Somogro shiksho wos lorgely rimited to procuremenr. rn rhe presenr guiderines,
emphosis is being given for promolion of reoding os o whole oporl from
developmenl of librories, seleclion ond procurement of librory books.

Under ihe component' strengthening of existing schoors' of somogro shiksho, o provision
hos been mode io provide librory room in schools where ribrory rooms ore not ovoilobre.
sonction of librory rooms moy be proposed in schools not hoving librory rooms in the onnuol
work plon ond budget proposol of the Stotes/UT for considerotion. The proposol moy include
the cost for civil wo*, furniture, olmiroh, rocks, fixing ond fittings. (NEp poro 5.9 & 7.5)

The Deportment of school Educoiion & Literocy hos inilioted o mossive integroted teocher
troining progromme, NTSHTHA - Notiono/ rnitiotive for schoo/ Heods, ond reochers,
Ho/istic Advoncement to build the copociiies of oround 42 lokhteochers ond heods of
schools, foculty members of scERTs, DrETs ond Brock Resource coordinotors (BRCs) ond
cluster Resource Coordinotors (CRCs). The modules include sensirizing rhe reochers
on lhe imporlonce of reoding ond how lo monoge librories ond corry oul
reoding-bosed octivities ro develop o cuhure of reoding omongsr children ond
help improve lhe leorning oulcomes.

l0l I Gr:idelines for librory Gront ond Promoting Reoding in Schools

0

it
t-

n

f
l -r.r

I

\\

EN

5
!'

t
T)

I

School Librories

a

,t



3 Procedure for ldentifying, Printing ond Procuring

Librory Books

A Book Selection Committee will be constituted ot the Stote ond UT level to

select books for school librories under the librory gront o{ Somogro Shiksho'

The Secretory Educoiion sholl be the choirperson.

Stotes ond UTs ore encouroged to develop iheir own story books including

locol lore ond {olk toles through SCERTs ond DIETs by involving teochers,

porents ond others. Fomous siories from the poired Stote/UT under Ek Bhorot

Shreshtho Bhoroi (EBSB) moy olso be selected. Children con olso develop story

books for other children.

All procurement of librory books sholl be subiected to the following

condilions which ore mondoled forthis purpose:

o The process of procuring librory books will be mode online ond

tronsporent.

o A Book Selection commifiee (BSC) consisting of stote Proiect Director,

Somogro Shiksho, Director, SCERI experts of ihe vorious subiects ond

representolives from sls eic. moy be constituted to evoluole ond select oge-

oppropriote books. Eminenl children,s literoture writers, school principols,

teochers, educoiionists, Acodemicions from Higher Educotion lnstitutions

ondotherpersonsossociotedwithchildren,seducotionondleorning
shouldbeportoftheBookSelectionCommittee.Thecommitteemoybe
exponded occording to the needs of the respective Stotes ond UTs' The

committee of selectors constituted should be such thot it hos lorger

representotion of societY.

o Age-oppropriote ond child friendly books developed by

NLfnfUSCfnf/NBT moy be given prioritv' Story Books' mogozines ond

co.ics prbllshed by Notionol Council of Educotionol Reseorch ond

iroining (NCERT), Notionol Book Trust (NBT)' Centrol lnstitute of lndion

LongrJg", (CllLi, Stote Council of Educotionol Reseorch ond Troining

6CERn ond ot'h"r. Centrol ond Stote Governmeni ogencies con be-

considered {or selection, including Publicotion Division o{ Ministry of

lnformotion ond Broodcosting'

Ministry of Educotion fl ll
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Minisrry of Educotion

o The stotes ond ul3 moy urilise up to 50% o{ the funds for procuremenl o{
librory books in regionol/locol longuoges from publishers who publish
books in regionol/locol longuoges. Books purchosed from privote
publicotions should be oge-o ppropriote, child {riendly, ond in
locol/mother tongue/regionol/tribol Longuoge. (NEp poro' 2.g, 5.9,
22.6)

o The books selected should sirictly obide by the ethos of the constitulion ond
sholl promote hormony ond the spirit of common brorherhood omongst oll
the people o{ lndio.

o The entire list of the books opproved by the commifiee sholl be mode
ovoiloble in public domoin/website of ihe Stote/UT educotion website.

o The moniroring of utilizotion of librory groni ond its ovoilobility ot schools
will be done through PRABANDH portol.

' The books thot con be procu red u nder the libro ry gro nt of the so mogro sh iksho
include the following:

o StoryBooks

o Reputed Children's Mogozines ond Comics

o Referrol books for Secondo ry ond Sen ior Secondory students.
o other books thot ore considered essentior for the horistic deveropment of

the child, such os, books on mentol heollh ond well-being, sports, orts,
music, design thinking, etc.

However, the funds connot be used to procure textbooks, reference books, exom
reloted publicorions or ony moterior unsuitobre or inoppropriore for chirdren tiil
the oge of 18.

' All books procured for ribrories under somogro shiksho scheme must beprocured ot Stote ond UTlevel bythe Commifieel
. Stotes ond UTs moy ploce direcr orders with NCERT/NBT/CIIL/I&B/SCERT ondother publishers for procurement ofthe books or obtoin th" .opyright oiUootr.
' supply of books ordered shourd be ot Store ond UT Heod euorter rever. or otdistrict level in lorger stotes. stotes ond urs ore to aistribute the books schoor-wise os in the cose of textbooks.

l2 I I Guidelines for Librory Gro nt ond Promoting Reoding in Schools



For visuolly impoired children, librory collection should include toctile mop

books ond Borkho Series from NCERT os well os oudio books from Notionol

lnstitute of Open Schooling (NIOS) ond NCERT.

MoE hos uplooded soft copies of textbooks, grophic novels, etc. on the

DIKSHA portol (https://diksho.gov.in). Stotes ond UTs con downlood these,

tronslote if required, ond print ond distribuie these books.

e-books moy olso be prelooded on digitoldevices ond provided to schools.

An e-librory system or Digiiol Librory system moy be introduced in ihe Schools

under which digitol reoding/leorning moteriol such os Story books, visuols,

videos, oudios, etc. moy be stored in the computers of the librories' e-librory

system moy be utilised io store the conient ot o centrol locotion ond providing

occess on multiple devices. lt will olso provide meons for orgonizing, storing,

ond retrieving ihe contents. lt should olso coier to the needs of Children with

Speciol Needs (CWSN) orDivyong. (NEP Poro 2.8, 6.11 &21'9)

The book suppliers moy olso be osked to supply books in electronic formot so

thotthe some con be utilised undere-librory system'
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Setting up ond Monoging Librories
Creoting o vibront librory
A librory must be child-friendly, ottrociive ond
colourful. Adequote ond suitoble spoce is o
prime requirement of o school librory.
Speciol core should be token to orronge the
books ond furniture. Children ore
more ottrocted iowords librories thot
ore vibront ond child friendly. For
creoting such librories monogement
of physicol spoce should ideolly meet
the followin g requirements:
. Good ventilotion ond omple doy light

olong with odequote lighiing.
. Accessibility to oll children including children with speciol needs.. Sufficient floor oreo for students to sit comfortobly either in groups or

;ndividuolly.
. Boslc civil work (poiniing, flooring, prevenling leokoges).
' spb ond child-{riendly furnirure (reoding tobres, choirs, mots) which herp

children to reod books in comfort).
. Storoge ond disploy of children,s books, group octivities ond projects (book

shelves & disploy uniis, pin-up boords etc.).
' s ufficienl work spoce {or the stoff io receive books on o pprovo r ond u nderto ke

occessioning, clossificotion, cotologuing, minor repoir, issue ond return, ond
re{erence service octivities.

. Sufficieni siock oreo ond {urniture so os to orgonise the books in open shelves.. Cou nter/enclosu re for keeping personol belongings.

Librories moy be of different kinds:

' tJ:il;*;i,:"Y;::' librory with reodins oreo, displov shelves, srock room,

t 
,tj:i;Tt"".Trlffin:11 

o clossroom where books con be occessed durins cross

. 
l.rf:'Xr:. 

librory where books ore interchonged between closses/ sections ond
o An e-librory system or Dioitol Librory systam under which digitol reoding/leorningmorariot such.os.srory bJoks,G;;i,;'"j;;;;';;Jr':J.. ."y be srored in rhecomputers of lhe librories.

4
4.1

Focus oF the Librory
Should be on

disPloyihg childrents
Yvork in O

,neonmgFul
.-. rnonner

J
:tD

trJ
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Clossroom Librory

Although librory should be the focol cenlre of reoding in the school, it

needs to extend to the clossrooms os well. A strong interoction ond

understonding is needed between the librorion ond closs teocher'

Selective {iction books, non-{iction, ond reference moteriol should find o

ploce in every clossroom under the direct control ond supervision of the

closs teocher ond o siudent librorion o{the closs.

These closs librories con be used by students who {inish their closs work or

os loon service for the closs to supplement the books they reod from the

moin librory or when o teocher is obsenl ond no olher substitute con be

orronged during thot period. The collection of these closs librories con be

interchonged section-wise ond new ones odded eoch yeor so thot the

closs hos o wide voriety of reoding moteriol ovoiloble to them ot ony time'

Dictionories, otloses, globes ond mops should {orm o port o{ the

clossroom librories.

SamagnaShiksha
Building 06 inclusive ond iolul reoding culture for children
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Two slondord-sized clossrooms con be designoted os o stondord physicol librory by

removing the inner porliiion woll to orgonize Librory ond Reoding Room in o Secondory

or senior secondory schools. The Bureou o{ lndion stondords (Bls) provides thot o

secondory ond senior secondory school librory building should hove o Stock Room, o

Librorion's Room ond o Reoding Room hoving o copocity of seoting 40 to 'l20 students

ot o lime. The stock room should be big enough to occommodote between I0,000
tol5,000 volumes. The size ond seoting copocity of the Librory or Reoding Room would

depend on the optimum number of students ihot o school usuolly odmils'

For Reoding Room, o provision of 10 sq.ft {loor oreo per pupil is considered odequoie.

However, where spoce is noi ovoiloble in the school, closs room librories ond reoding

corners moy be setup. (NEP Poro 5.9 &7.51

Detoils for setting up reoding corners is ovoiloble ot Section 6.2.

t3
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4.2 Developing libroryos o'Leorning Centre,

To develop librory os o leorning centre, it is importont fo ensure thot oll children
hove occess to books ond the librory hos o wide voriety of co|ections. Here ore o
few suggestions lo ochieve this end:

' Awide ronge of oge oppropriote ond culturolly relevont books for children moy
be provided.

o Collection of books moy include storybooks, pictoriols, newspopers,

iournols, mogozines, reference books, biogrophies, o uiobiogro phies,
dictionories, encyclopoedios, oudio visuol moieriol, os well os occess to
digitol resources wherever possible. Reoding/Leo rning moteriol such os
story books, visuols, videos, oudios, etc. in electronic form 1o be provided
through e-librory sysrem. (NEp po ro2.8,6.11 &22.61

The collection should celebrote unity in diversity
by oddressing inclusion o{the individuol needs of
oll children ond be sensitive to the linguistic,
sociol, religious ond gender diversity of the
clossroom.

Primers, textbooks ond diclionories in locol/mother longue ond lribol

Stories help children
to leorn oboul new
concepls, new ideos

ond open up the
windows of their

imoginolion.

longuoges moy be considered while odding reoding moteriolforthe librory.

t
-
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4.3

1.3.1

4.3.2

. Books ore to be disployed in open shelves within the reoch of children ond to be

leveled os perchildren's reoding level.

. Children con be ollowed to reod outside the librory ond encouroged to toke

books home to reod.

Processes for Monogemenl of Libro ry

Why is Librory Monogemenl lmportont?

Librory ploys o crilicol role in developing in children the hobit of reoding ond

contributing to their overoll literocy development. Even though librory

monogement moy seem like 'extro work', it is extremely imporlont to ensure on

efficient ond highly functionol spoce where:

. Doto of ovoiloble books is mointoined

. Children ond the teochers con find o book with eose.

. Reoding oreo is well eor-morked.

. Process of check-in ond check-out of books is smooth

Teochers who ore entrusted with librory responsibilities should encouroge children

in monoging the librory ond in toking ownership of the librories. At the some time

porenls, communities ond SMC members con be involved.

For effeclive monogemenl of librories, lhe schools con constilule o Librory

Monogement Committee ond Sludents' Librory Council (SLC)'

Librory Monogement Commitlee

A Librory Monogement Committee ot the school level moy be consliluted with the

following comPosition:

i. Principol/Heodmoster

ii. One representotive from eoch of the Subiect Deportments'

iii. Three to five student members {rom different closses to be librory coptoins.

iv. Librorionfieocher(s) in-chorge of librory

v. AmemberfromSMC

Ministry o{ Edr-rcotion f I 17
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The mondote of Librory Monogement Committee sholl be -
. Developing o generol progromme of librory services to suit lhe inlerest ond

requirements of different sludents o{ the school.
. Froming student-friend ly librory rules.
. Providing students equol occess lo oll librory resources.
. Moking the librory inviting ond comfortoble with properfurniture ond lighiing etc.

4.3.3 Students' LibroryCouncil (SLC)

Any leorning becomes enrichment, when it is constructed through prooctive
engogement ond the leo rner tokes ownership of this leorn ing ond owns it. Ch ild ren
must be encouroged to think of o librory os their very own knowledge ond reoding
spoce. A Students' Librory Council (SLC) focilitotes this process.

The sLC is o group of children who represent the students oithe school ond supporr
the school in librory monogement ond funcrioning. They support rhe teochers in
mointenonce ond monogement of the librory. At lhe some lime, o sense o{
ownership ond responsibility is inculcoted omong the students towords the librory.

The role of sLC is importont for keeping librory functionol ond sustoinobre. sLC
con support the librory in the following woys:

o Keeping the librory orgonised ond cleon.
o Providing support to Librory teocher in mointenonce ond disploy of books in the

librory.

o Encouroging other children to reod books ond to use librory
o Providing support in checking in ond checking out of books.
o Helping younger children select books

The following points regording SLC moy be kept in mind:
o Appropriote represenrotion or chirdren with equor porticipotion of boys ond girrs,
o The sLC members should be obre io reod ond write so thot they con help in

check inl check-out of books fhis is not necessory for. groj", I qnd 2
children).

o Closs teocher/librory-in-chorge should help children in checking out books.o SLC members should come lo the librory regulorly.
o Members o{ the SLC should be rototed so thot eoch child con get. on

opportunity io serve os o member.
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4.3.4 Role of librory in-chorge/Librorion

A school librorion hos on imporlont role to ploy in developing ond monoging the

librory some of which ore-
. Pi'ovide occess to o comprehensive ronge of leorning moteriols in different

formots
. Promote lhe effeciive use of the librory leorning resources.

. Promoie ond fosterihe enioymenl of reoding from the eorliest oge ond cultivoie

in students o lifelong hobil of reoding.

. Orgonize oll leorning ond teoching moteriols within school to focilitole iheir
occessibiliry locotion ond use.

. Keepobreosi of new leorning resources ond publicotions.

. Lioise with outside ogencies ond informotion networks ond encouroge their use

by the school community ond thereby extend the ronge of resources ovoiloble

in the school librory.

. Advise stoff members in the selection of oppropriote reoding moteriols io
enhonce their work skills.

. Recommend books ond other reoding moteriolto the siote selection commiitee

to considerfor selection ond procurement.

. Cotologue reoding moteriol, supervise shelving of books/period ico ls os per

their sequence

lssue books ond reoding moteriolond moinioin records

. Mointoin Reoding Room ond conduct stock toking with the help of teochers,

. Mointoin conducive otmosphere ond decorum in the Librory

. Prepore lists of books requiring discording, weeding orwithdrowol.

. Olher funciions in connection with improvemeni of School Librory services os

. moy be entrusted by the Principol {rom time to time.

. Easurelibrory Rules ore followed {orsmooth {unctioning of Librory.

4.4 .Howlo moke librory functionol

To, moke librories functionol ond vibront, schools moy toke such steps os shown

below:

Ministry of Educotion I I 19
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Schools must devote o minimum of two periods in o week os librory period {or
every closs.

ln cose there is no seporote librory room, o reoding corner moy be creoted so
thot children con eosily occess the books ond reod independently os well os
engoge in group reoding octivities.

For closs proiecls, children should be encouroged to look up reference books
in the librory.

Children should be osked to write o liieroture review of ihe book they reod from
the librory to help develop onolyticol ond writing skills.

Children con olso be osked to shore o story ihey hove reod with the other
children in closs.

During vocotions or ofter school hours, school
librory moy be kept open for students hoving keen
inlerest in reoding os one or two librory periods in
the entire week moy not be sufficient for the
sludents to use reference books ond do
curriculum reloled work in those periods, or to
hove occess to story books {or ihe sheer pleosure
of reoding. lf not librories, reoding corners moy
remoin open ofler school hours for students to
reod the books they hove been issued during
school hours.

Where there is no librorion, one teocher in eoch school moy be given the
odditionol responsibiliiy os librory in-chorge {or sofe keeping of librory books,
issuing them ond receiving ihe books bock from studenis.

The ieocher in-chorge of the librory moy be given reloxolion {rom teoching for
two periods in o week.

There should nol be ony penolty on the student or librory in-chorge teocher {or
ony weorond teor of books bythe siudents.

School gront moy olso be used for repoiring of domoged books procured from
the librory gront.

20f f Guidelines for Librory Gronf ond promoting Reoding in Schools
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4.5 Monoging the Disploy ond Moinlenonce of Books

. Books should be disployed in o woy thot children con choose the book they

like.

. Disploying the books with visible cover poges further helps children chose their

books

. Disployed books should be rotoied regulorly so thot children get opportunity to
reod more ond more books

. Multiple copies of the some title should be stocked behind one copy so thot

more titles con be disployed.

. The booksshould be disployed otiheeye level of the child. This becomes more

importont for ihe primory grode section.

. Books shou ld not be locked owoy or kept out of reoch o{ children in cupboo rds

or boxes.

. lnnovotive ond low-cost disploy method such os honging books on sirings or in

foldoble cloth or iute bogs with pockets moy be odopted.

. School grontmoyolso be used for orro nging focilities {or disploy of books.

Ministry o{ Educotion aa 2l

Samagna Shiksha
Building on inclusive ond ioful reoding culture lor children

I *ll \

I il [i:

,ir



Ministry of Educotion

5

5.',|

vocobulory ond build their knowledge bose.

5.2 LibroryActivities

Vorious librory octivities con be conducted both
by the teocher ond the children:

5.2.1 For Primory Closses:

The obiective of o librory ot the level of primory
closses is to engoge children with books to

Librory Activities

Need for LibroryActivities

Librory octivities ploy on importont role in generoting interest ond developing the
hobit of reoding omongst children. They help to build children's engogement with
the books, coniribute to the developmeni o{ their literocy skills, improve their

support eorly Iiterocy ond lo expond their reoding skills.

Some suggested octivities ore:

(i) Reod Aloud: The teocher reods o story book to children ond encouroges them
io engoge with it through questions ond orol discussions. Children ore
encouroged to predict whot hoppens in the story through discussion on the
picture, title etc.

After ihe story is reod, the children ore expected to osk questions thot
encouroge them to reflect on the story relote to their life ond shore iheir
thoughts.

(ii) Shored Reoding: Shored reoding is
importont {or eody literocy ond most effective
for Grode I ond Grode 2 children. When o
teocher reods books to children while
simultoneously bringing their ottention to the
texi ond piciures of o book, the children tend
to motch the spoken words with ihe written
word ond slowly try to reod the book.

Through this process children leorn how
teochers reod the books from leftto rightwith expressions.

7dlla Guldelines for Librory Gront ond promoting Reoding in Schools



(iii) Poired Reoding: Children reod one book together os o poir.This octivity

helps children to listen ond support eoch other while reoding. Children leorn

from eoch other, enhoncing their own reoding levels. The teocher during this

time goes oround in ihe librory ond iolks to lhe poirs oboul whot they hove

reod ond osks them queslions oboui their book.

Teochers should ensure thot the reoding levels of children in o poir ore not so

different ihot they ore not oble to leorn {rom eoch other.

lndependenl Reoding: Children ore given on opportunity to reod ihe books

by themselves. This octivity increoses children's engogemenl ond ottroction

towords books.

Reoding by older students to younger students. Such on engogement with

peers helps them to enioy reoding in o reloled environmeni.

After the reoding octivities, whether independently or with the leocher,

children con be encouroged to think ond express their thoughts through

octivities such os those given below:

i. Summorizing the Story: Children ore encouroged to summorize the

siory in oboui 5 sentences. Such on octivity helps them io think oboutthe

story from iis beginning to its end. lt olso helps them in undersionding

ond differentioting between the importont ond nol-so-importonl

elements of the siory.

ii. Tirle Tree: Children con be encouroged to

think of olternote titles of the slory bosed on its

ploi ond chorocters. This con be done through

discussion while ihe teocher drows the title tree

on the boord.

iii. Chorocter Mopping: Children con be

encouroged to identify lhe moin chorocters of

the story ond their ottributes.

(iv)

(")

iv. Extending/rewriting the Story: Children con be encouroged to either

extend the story or rewrite it by chonging the end of the story or by

chonging the chorocter or on eveni. They con furlher be osked to write

the new version ond disploy it on the woll.

Longuoge feslivols,
monlhly story-
telling sessions.
reoding evenls ond
lileroture foirs moy
be corried out for
promoting reoding

v
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Children con be olso osked lo shore o story they hove reod with the other
children in this c/oss.

v. Creoling o newspoper of the week - Children con write obout the
stories they hove reod in the lost week or month, in o woy thot it becomes
o newspoper of ihe librory.

5.2.2 For Upper Primory Secondory ond Senior Secondory Closses

The moior obiective of o librory in the higher closses is:

o To expond children's experience in voriety of literoture through widening
the genres of books they reod.

o To iniroduce children to complex writing styles, metophors ond
symbolism in the books.

o To generole linguistic, refleciive ond crilicol perspective on wriiings.

o To encouroge children lo wrile expressive ond meoningful pieces of
liieroture.

vorious octiviiies con be conducted in the librory to engoge children deeply
with the books ond develop the skills mentioned obove.

(i) Monrhly Proiecls: ln clossrooms librory books especiolly non-fiction con
be used os re{erence books. For closs proiects children should be
encouroged to look up reference books ovoiloble in the librory.

(ii) Tolking hour: Children should be encouroged to tolk obout the books
thot they hove reod in librory. A designoted time should be ossigned for
the some.

(iii) Book Reviews: Activities like tolking hour con be concretized by
encouroging children to review the books they reod, beginning {rom
conlenl comprehension to criticol oppreciotion.

(iv) Book Moking Activity: chirdren con be encouroged to be the outhor
ond illustrote story books {or primory grode chirdren. This con herp them
chonnelize their writing styles by creoting meoningful pieces of lirerorure
for on oudience.

(r) School Mogozine: Schools moy releose onnuo l/Bi_onnuol mogozine
which moy contoin orticles, stories, poems composed by childrein ond
ediled by Children themselves.
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(vi) lntegroting dromo with librory octivities: Teochers con osk children to

improvise scenes, creote ploys ond dromolize situotions from books to

enhonce their engogement with books.

(vii) Theme bosed reoding reloled octivities con be conducted round the

yeor. Some exomples ore books reloted to Mohotmo Gondhi, Swochh

Bhorot Mission, Ek Bhorot Shrestho Bhorot, Consiituiion ond

fundomentol duiies, notionol holidoys, sports ond fomous ployers

oround the world, Olympic ond Common Weolih Gomes ond

tournoments, books reloled to ort, culture ond festivities.

(viii) Gei peers to prescribe books os "book doctor" bosed on their inlerest

where fond reoders con become "book doctors".

(ix) The ollotted librory period con host o number of reoding reloted
octivities every month for exomple: host o book quiz, ploy librory

treosure hunt, bottle of reoders (book-reoding competitions etc.), reod

books ond wriie review, spelling bee, essoy ond poelry writing eic. for

children ot oll levels.

; t;t.1.
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6 Promotion of o Culture of Reoding

Developing o culture of reoding within the school
environment ond the community becomes
imperoiive os reoding skills ond hobits ore more
likely to be sustoined when they ore fostered
conlinuously within the immediole environmeni
o{rhe child. (NEP Poro 21.9)

To promote o culture of reoding omong students,
schools need to estoblish vibront librories os o leorning centre, set up reoding
corners, ond creote print rich environmeni. overoll, schools should ideolly provide
the following to creote on environment conducive for promoting reoding:

. A welcoming, coring ond emolionolly sofe otmosphere.

. Aworm pupil-leocherrelotionship.

A non -th reoten ing, non-discriminoiory (irrespective of
religion, coste, roce, longuoge, ploce of birth etc.)
environment.

.,',f::llfli,;"":il|
greol woy lo gel

sludenls interesled, ond
molivoled lo reod.

identity, gender,
non-exclusionory

6.r

. Communicotive spoces for diologue, open communicotion ond shoring by
teocherto child ond child to child.

. Celebrolion of diversity ond sensitivity lo sociol differences - bockground,
gender, coste, religion, closs, community, ond literocy levels ot home.

' sensiiivity of teocher to the children's norurol leorning processes, io their home
bockgrounds, ond their individuol differences ond diversity in clossroom while
foslering meoningful ond purposeful woys of engogement.

. Awelcome spoce for porenls ond community members in clossrooms.

Creoling o Literote/Print Rich Environmenl

Bring colors lo the librory bur moke sure you bring children's worrd to the
spoce colled libroryl

one of the moior woys in which o librory contribures to o child,s world is by
exposing him/herto o room full of words. Exposing children to meoningfultexrs is
on importont srep in creoting print rich environment for children. ForJhis, there
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should be omple reoding moieriol disployed in the librory. Such moteriol

encouroges children to reod ond olso creotes o reoding environmentforchildren.

Vorious childJriendly components such os poem corners, messoge boords, theme

boords, vorious chorts like closs responsibility chort, mid-doy meol chorl, chort of

siories etc., disploy boords (children's writings, drowings, collections, voriety of

texts, pictures with coptions, instructionol moteriol developed by teocher eic.) moy

be developed ond disployed on wolls otthe eye level of children.

6.2 Setting up Reoding Corners

A Reoding Corner is different {rom o librory With the ovoilobility of reoding

ond is o port of the clossroom where books corners children con gel into

ore eosily occessible to the children. Reoding

Corners provide opportunities for children to

reod independently os well os engoge in
group reoding octivities. They ollow freedom

of mobility to children in closs olong wiih

the world of interesling
stories, piclures, books ond

olher reoding moleriols.

choice of books from o ronge of

ottroctively disployed books.

ln developing o reoding corner, the following moy be kept in mind.

r Creoting o reoding corner in the clossroom requires spoce for keeping ond

disploying books.

r Clossroom must be conducive for reoding ond writing with oppropriole

ltghting.

r Books con be disployed in o voriety of woys.

r lf ony shel{ or furniture is used the teocher must ensure thot it is so{e for children

ond books ore within the reoch of children'

r Activities ond leorning tosks should be porticipotory'

r Bol sonsods (child cobinets) in the schools moy be given responsibility to

mointoin the books in the reoding corner'
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Reoders clubs ondlor Top
help of Notionol Cenlre
Trust lndio (NBT).

ic Circles con be set up in schools independently or with the
for Children's Literoture (NCCL), o wing of Notionol Book

6.3

?8aa Guidelines for Librory Gront ond Promoting Reoding in Schools
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Setting up Resder.s Club/Topic Circles

' schools moy follow vorious octMtiss ro enhonce reoding hobit omongsr childran-
reoding o story or poom, story-telling session, slory wrifing. poctry writing, or
preporing o woll mogozine elc.

Copocity Building of Teochers

Teochers should understond whot o good librory is ond whot its obiective is. For
this, teochers should be oriented regulorly on the obiectives ond ospects of librory
olong with engogement with children through reoding octivities. lt is olso
importont thot the teochers leorn to monoge the librory to focilitote children,s
reoding. The focus of copocity building of teochers could be on ihe {ollowing:
. Monoging librory ond engoging the children wiih books.

' Understonding the noturol leorning behoviour of children ond iheir home
leorning environments lhrough experientiol methods.

' Understonding how the orol/ spoken longuoge loys the foundotion for eorly
reoding ond writing wirh development of comprehension including multi-
linguol copobilities.

' school heods should simultoneously be encouroged to extend systemic
support towords the librory.

. Along with {oceJo-foce professionol development progroms, Librory
Monogement Monuols should be developed which wilr orso herp the schoors in
further su pporting the newteochers ond other stoff.
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6.4 Communitylnvolvemenl

Schools need to roise community oworeness ond promote communiiy ownership

on reoding culture to ensure long-term impoct ond sustoinobility' This con broodly

be done through communiiy porticipotion ond contribution. Some of the meosures

forthe some moy be:

. Orgonizing colloborotive communi\-wide reoding events ond literocy foirs

involving porents ond community members.

. Orgonising monthly storyJelling or reoding sessions in schools by involving

porenis ond communitY members.

. Encouroging porenls io reod to their children ot home, wherever feosible.

. showcosing children's occomplishments (in reoding, writing, numerocy etc.) in

communitY events.

. Focilitoting scheduled meetings on o regulor bosis with fomilies ond

community members to help promote the ociive use of o librory'

. Connecting reoding ond writing with porents, community life, {estivols, curreni

events ond engogemeni with locol knowledge needs'

. Focilitoting crowd-sourcing coniributions in kind for librory developmeni such

os books, furniture, lomps/lights, fon etc'

Furlher, two innovolive steps could be helpful {or community involvemeni in

promoting reoding:
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6.5 CelebrotingLonguogeFeslivols

Longuoge Festivols reinforce the spirii Ek Bhorot Shreshtho Bhorot. The key
resources in this progromme ore the children themselves, who ore odept ot
leorning new longuoges ond ore very sensitive to ihe nuonces of occents ond
diolects. Through interoctive gomes, storytelling ond story writing, children step
inlo o world of longuoges thor mokes them owore of their own longuoge obilities
ond encouroges ihem io leorn more obout rheir heriioge ond obout the people
who surround them.

Ek Bhorot Shreshtho Bhorot
lnlegrotion ol Bhosho Songom with Reoding Culture

Bhosho songom oims ro celebrote culturol, ethnic ond linguistic diversity by
introducing school students to the regionol/locol longuoge of the poired
Stote/UT to enhonce linguistic toleronce ond respecr, incurcore interest in
longuoge ond reoding ond promote notionol integrotion.

EhgpJha,pgmgm

6.6

Longuoge fe$ivols con promote reoding culture in the following woys:
r Children leorn obout diverse cultures ond longuoges ihrough ori moking,

music ond donce, dromo, debote, diologue ond folk litero+ure

r Children get exposed to creotive wriling such os poems, short siories ond
folktoles bosed on their imoginotion ond e-xperience.

Encouroging Voluntory porticipolion

This is on initiotive to boost community ond privote sector involvement in
Government-run 

.elemeniory. schools ocross the couniry. Under this, volunfeers,including retired teochers/governmeni officio ls,/proiessiono ls, youth icons,olumni, porenis ond colege studenls offer their r"rr"to.y services in conducting

3oII Guidelines fo r Librory Gront ond promoting Reoding in Schools
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vorious co-scholostic octivities revolving oround reoding for school children.

Exomples of such octivities ore:

. Reoding io children

. Helping children with creotive writing

. Public speoking

. Ploy octing

. Preporing story books wiih children

Monitoring Mechonism
. Stoies will keep compleie records of librory books school-wise ond +hese sholl

be uplooded on the UDISE+ ond PRABANDH.

. Questions reloted io librory gront ond librory books hove been incorporoted in

UDISE+, Shogunotsov, District PGI ond bi-monthly reporting of Heod Mosiers

ond Principols for moniioring of gronts ond ovoilobility of books in ihe school.

. Sioies ond UTs ore to ensure regulor visits to the schools by CRCs, BRCs ond

DEOs ond send reports on utilisotion of librory gront ond ovoilobiliiy of books

on o common plotform to be shored by MOE.

. Monitoring moy be conducied regulorly to check the progress of librory gront

utilisotion, ovoilobility of librory room, reoding corners ond other librory

reloted infrostruclure in schools ond their usoge.

. GIS bosed mopping gives the locotion o{ oll schools olong the length ond

breodth of the country. The Report Cord {ocility of the GIS system olso provides

vitol bosic in{ormotion on ihe school. The report cord is generoted by ihe

informotion provided in the U DISE + .

. Third po rty mobile bosed opplicotion will be used 1o ensure occurocy of doto

provided through UDISE+ system. The opplicotion hos o provision for crowd

sourcing informoiion through the feedbock mechonism on interventions such

os Librory Gront of Somogro Shiksho. This enhonces tronsporency ond olso

helps in volidoting the informotion thereby moking it more robust ond credible'

Sloles ond UTs ore odvised lo nominote o Slole ond UT Nodol officer

who is o single point contocl person for MoE for librory ond reoding'

Ministry of Educotion I I 3l
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8 Concl usion o nd woy forword

This guideline hos been prepored to encouroge ond motivoie schools to develop
librories ond foster o culture of reoding omong school children, teochers ond
community ond ot the some iime, focilitote optimum uiilizotion of Librory Gront
under Somogro Shiksho. lt oullines vorious octivities for the vorious siokeholders,
i.e, the Stotes ond UTs. School Heod mosters/Principo ls, ieochers, educotionol
odministrotors ond students to moke reoding o ioful experience ond eventuolly
improve leorning levels of children.

To loke forwo rd the ioy of reoding, o mossive reoding compoign for oll schools will
be lounched in the coming yeorwith competitions ond month-wise octivities forthe
whole yeor. Ouistonding performonces o{ the Stotes will be given due recogniiion.

Hoppy reoding to oll.".

--
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Acknowledgement
It is well estoblished thot children need occess to quolity books ond other reoding moteriol

io develop ond grow os reoders, thinkers ond wriiers. ln {oct, the need for such o speciol

ploce colled 'Librory' in every school is recognised by the Notionol Curriculum

Fromework, 2005 ond the Right of Children to Free ond Compulsory Educotion Act,

2009. The Notionol Educotion Policy,2020 hos olso emphosised the importonce of

librories ond books by highlighting on vorious ospects including development of

enioyoble ond inspiroiionol books in lndion longuoges, ovoilobility ond occessibility o{

books in school/public librories, strengthening of librories ond building o culture of

reoding ocross the country. Towords this end, the policy olso highlights thot sieps will be

token to ensure the occessibility o{ books to disoble ond d ifferenily-o bled persons.

The Somogro Shiksho scheme includes the provision of librory gront to oll governmeni

schools, with o vision to develop school librories os leorning spoces thot nurlure life-long

reoders ond seekers of knowledge ond promoie reoding obility through relevoni, oge-

oppropriote, diverse ond engoging books ond oiher reoding moteriol. Moreover, os per

the recommendotions of the NEf provision hove olso been mode to provide librory room

in schools where librory rooms ore not ovoiloble. Additionolly, ihe Notionol lnitiotive for

School Heods' ond Teochers' Holistic Advoncement (NISHTHA) iroining progromme of

ihe Deportment hos incorporoted o specific module for sensitizing the teochers on the

importonce of reoding ond how to monoge librories ond corry out reoding-bosed

octivities to develop o culture of reoding omongst children ond help improve the leorning

outcomes.

Keeping the obove in perspective, itwos decided to set up o Notionol Level Commifiee for

developing/revision the guidelines for promotion of reoding omong school children ond

effective implemenlotion of Librory Gront component under somogro shiksho. This

document hos been developed under the octive guidonce ond leodership oi Smt. Anito

Korwol, Secretory, School Educotion ond Literocy. A Committee under the

Choirpersonship of Sh. Sontosh Kumor Yodov, Joini Secretory wos constiluted for drofting

comprehensive guidelines. The committee hos members from ihe Ministry NCERT, CBSE,

l(y's, NVs, ond Stotes of Odisho ond Tomil Nodu. The Deportment would like to extend iis

grotitude to the vorious stokeholders who hove provided their voluoble suggestions ond

Ministry of Educotion fl :Xl

Samagna
Building on inclusive ond jolul reoding

Shiksha
culture ior children



feedbock in coming up with this exhoustive guideline. The Deportment would like to
extend its uimost oppreciotion to the members of the committee, prof. powon sudhir,
NCERT, Prof. Anup Kumor Roiput, NCERT, Dr. Sweto Singh, Joini Director, CBSE, Dr.

Joseph Emmonuel, Director (Acodemics), CBSE, Shri Gyonendro Kumor, Joint
Commissioner (Acodemic), NVS, Shri Anupom Soho, SPD (Somogro Shiksho), Odisho,
Shri. Thiru R. Sudhon, lAS, SPD (Somogro Shiksho), Tomil Nodu ond Smr. Letho Rom
Mohon, somogro Shiksho. speciol thonks is olso due to the core drofting teom of D/o
school Educoiion & Literocy who hove worked continuously in drofting, reviewing ond
editing of the guidelines.

This guideline delineotes the procedure for ldentifying, Printing ond procuring Librory
Books; Woys for setting up ond monoging librories; List out the vorious Librory octivities;
Provisions for promoting o culiure of reoding; ond the monitoring mechonisms to be
odopled to focilitote optimum utilizoiion of Librory Gront under somogro shiksho. ln
other words, this guideline outlines vorious octivities forihe vorious siokeholders, i.e., ihe
Stotes ond UTs, School Heodmosters/Principo ls, teochers, educoiionol odministrotors
ond students 1o moke reoding o ioful experience ond eventuolly improve leorning levels
of children.
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